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DEDICATION 


This  record  of  the  Howard  Family  is  lovingly  dedicated  to  the  memory  of  her 
beloved  mother  and  father  by  their  daughter,  Merle  Howard  Polk. 


19  5  8 


JOHN  ALLAN  and  MARTHA  ANN  HOWARD 

Founders  of  the  Family  at  White  Hall,  Illinois 


EARLY  HISTORY 


Not  much  is  known  of  the  early  history  of 
either  the  Howard  or  the  Clark  family,  except  they 
were  all  born  near  Nashville,  Tenn.,  and  later  went 
to  Illinois.  The  Howards  were  of  Scotch  Irish  de¬ 
cent.  John  Allan  Howard,  Sr.  was  married  four 
times.  Marjorie  Ann  Bell  was  the  first  wife.  Child¬ 
ren  of  the  first  marriage  were  Frank,  William,  John 
Allan,  Jr.  and  Libby  who  died  in  early  girlhood.  The 
second  wife’s  name  is  not  known ;  children  of  this 
marriage  were  Edward,  Burt  and  Charles.  The  third 
wife’s  name  was  Harriet,  and  one  child,  Kate  was 
born  of  this  union.  She  is  now  Mrs.  David  Hahn  of 
Granite  City,  Illinois,  and  is  the  only  living  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  family  at  this  time,  1958.  Marjorie  Ann 
Bell  was  a  blood  relative  of  John  Bell  (1797-1869) 
who  was  a  prominent  political  leader  of  his  time.  He 
was  a  United  States  Senator,  Speaker  of  the  House 
in  1834,  Secretary  of  War  in  1841,  and  candidate  for 


the  Presidency  in  1860  for  the  Constitutional-Union 
or  Bell-Everett  Party.  He  received  588,879  popular 
votes,  but  only  39  electoral  votes. 

Martha  Ann  Clark,  the  daughter  of  Peyton 
Clark  and  Rebecca  Ballard  Clark,  was  of  French  de¬ 
cent.  A  grandfather  (several  times  removed)  Joseph 
Reed,  married  a  French  woman,  Esther  de  Bredt. 
This  Joseph  Reed  was  aid  de  camp  to  Gen.  George 
Washington,  and  his  picture  hangs  in  Mt.  Vernon. 
He  also  helped  establish  the  University  of  Pennsyl¬ 
vania.  The  children  of  Peyton  and  Rebecca  Clark 
were  Mary,  Martha  Ann,  John,  George  and  Min¬ 
erva.  Peyton  Clark  was  married  three  times,  second 
wife’s  name  unknown,  the  children  of  this  marriage 
were  Emma,  Charles  and  Lewis.  The  third  wife’s 
name  is  unknown.  Peyton  Clark  died  at  the  home  of 
his  daughter,  Martha  Ann  Howard,  February  13, 
1901  and  burial  is  at  Sidney,  Iowa. 


John  Allan  Howard 

Born:  1-16-1853 
Near  New  Providence. 

Green  Co.,  Ill. 

Died:  4-16-1929 
at  Sidney,  Iowa 
Burial:  Sidney,  Iowa 
Married:  4-30-1872 
at  White  Hall,  Illinois 
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John  Allan  Howard,  Sr. 

Born:  1819,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Died:  1895,  White  Hall.  Ill. 

Marjorie  Ann  Bell 

Born:  ?,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Died:  1859,  ? 


CHILDREN 

1.  Mary  Lela 
Born:  6-14-1873 
Died:  3-16-1875 

2.  Cora  Elizabeth 
Born:  10-4-1875 

3.  Nellie  Minerva 
Born:  3-13-1878 
Died:  3-15-1946 

4.  Orville  Frances 
Born:  1-10-1882 
Died:  8-3-1952 


To:  Martha  Ann  Clark 

Born:  9-18-1852 
Nashville,  Tenn. 

Died:  7-29-1931 
Sidney,  Iowa 
Burial:  Sidney,  Iowa 


5.  Hattie  Florence 
Born:  4-26-1885 
Died:  4-11-1934 
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Peyton  Clark 

Born:  1827,  Nashville,  Tenn. 
Died:  1901,  Sidney,  Iowa 
Burial:  Sidney,  Iowa 


Rebecca  Ballard 

Born:  1830,  Nashville,  Tenn'. 
Died:  1863,  ? 


6.  Lennie  Bessie 
Born:  2-21-1888 

7.  Naomi  Merle 
Born:  6-13-1890 

8.  Carrie  Fern 
Born:  2-18-1893 

9.  Maude  Helen 
Born:  9-8-1895 


1.  Mary  Lei  a  Howard 
Died  in  infancy 

2.  Cora  Elizabeth  Howard 
Born:  10-44875 
White  Hall,  Ill. 

Married  (1):  3-9-1892 
Logan,  Iowa 

To:  George  Thomas  Norman 
Born:  12-30-1865,  Pekin,  Ill. 
Died:  11-28-1944,  Tabor,  la. 
Burial:  Sidney,  la. 


Married  (2) :  10-8-1946 
Sidney,  Iowa 

To:  Albert  Coykendall 
Born:  12-294870 
Good  Hope,  Ill. 

Died:  11-30-1954 
Council  Bluffs,  la. 

Burial:  Union  Grove  Ceme¬ 
tery,  Northboro,  la. 


CHILDREN 

2-1.  Nellie  Leota  Norman 
Born:  11-15-1893,  Logan,  la. 
Married:  10-6-1915 
Imogene,  la. 

To:  Leo  N.  Bartlett 
Born:  11-4-1891,  Imogene,  la. 


2-2.  Claude  Howard  Norman 
Born:  5-23-1895,  Sidney,  la. 
Married:  14-1918 
To:  Laura  Gladys  Gemlicka 
Born:  7-8-1900, 

Kimball,  S.  D. 

Divorced 

Married  (2) :  Mattie  Howard 
Divorced 

Married  (3) :  8-7-1948 


GRANDCHILDREN 

la.  Dallas  Lyle  Bartlett 
Born:  10-28-1917 
Imogene,  la. 

Married  (1):  3-2-1941 
Baltimore,  Md. 

To:  Lorene  Lindberg 
Divorced  1950 
Married  (2) :  4-74951 
Wichita,  Kans. 

To:  Idell  Holman 
Born:  5-30-1926 
Wichita,  Kans. 


lb.  Audrey  Dean  Bartlett 
Born  1-44921 
Decater  City,  la. 

Married:  5-254941 
Camp  Claiborne, 
Alexandria,  La. 

To:  Ralph  Emory  Bond 
Born:  12-144917 
Clarinda,  la. 

2.  la  Duane  Edwin  Norman 
Born:  8-19-1925 
Newton,  la. 

Married:  3-7-1947 
Grinnell,  la. 

To:  Marjorie  Ann  Edwards 
Born:  544-1927 
Burlington,  la. 


GREAT  GRANDCHILDREN 

laa.  Noneen  Loree  Bartlett 
Born:  12-2-1941 
Baltimore,  Md. 

lab.  Andrea  Lanae  Bartlett 
Born:  7-23-1943 
Baltimore,  Md. 

2aa.  Deana  Lynn  Bartlett 
Born:  2-24-1952 
Wichita,  Kans. 

Died:  3-19-1954 
Wichita,  Kans. 

2ab.  Chris  Dianne  Bartlett 
Born:  74  4  4953 
Wichita,  Kans. 

2ac.  Nancy  Ellen  Bartlett 
Born:  6-1-1955 
Wichita,  Kans. 

lba.  Dennis  Gale  Bond 
Born:  7-3-1942 
Omaha,  Nebr. 

lbb.  Terry  Allen  Bond 
Bora:  5-20-1948 
Clarinda, la. 


laa.  Paula  Ann  Norman 
Bora:  12-18-1947 
Waterloo,  la. 

lab.  Marta  Jo  Norman 
Born:  10-18-1950 
Des  Moines,  la. 

lac.  Delua  Rae  Norman 
Born:  6-22-1955 
Detroit,  Mich. 


Carson,  City,  Nev. 

Maisie  Isbell 

2-3.  Ethel  "Vera  Norman 
Born  9-22-1899 
Northboro,  la. 

Died:  1-28-1920 
Shenandoah,  la. 

Burial:  Shenandoah,  la. 
Married:  11-25-1916 
Imogene,  la. 

To:  Floyd  Kent 
Born:  12-11-1893 
Near  Shenandoah,  la. 

Died:  10-17-1955 
Chicago,  Ill. 

Burial:  Oakwood  Cemetery 
Chicago,  Ill. 

2-4.  Clifford  Merlin  Norman 
Born:  6484902 
Near  Sidney,  la. 

Died:  5-26-1946 
Omaha,  Nebr. 

Burial:  Omaha,  Nebr. 
Married:  8-22-1925 
Newton,  la. 

To:  Mabel  Florence  Lewis 
Born:  12-294904 
Randolph,  la. 

2-5.  Francis  Lowell  Norman 
Born:  11-20-1908 
Near  Sidney,  la. 

Married:  1-194  932 
Fremont,  Nebr. 

To:  Wanda  Edith  Nenne- 
mann 

Born:  1-3-1911 
Near  Sidney,  la. 


3a.  Ralph  Kent 
Born:  9-29-1919 
Near  Shenandoah,  la. 
Married:  3-11-1943 
Temple,  Texas 
To:  Bernice  Harriet  Gould 
Born:  12-15-20 
Chicago,  Ill. 


4a.  Donald  Dean  Norman 
Born:  3-25-1931 
Shenandoah,  la. 
Married:  11-5-1949 
Glenwood,  la. 

To:  Jo  Ann  Robertson 
Born:  4-26-1934 
Omaha,  Nebr. 
Divorced  April  1953 


5a.  Nancy  Ann  Norman 
Born:  5-7-1935 
Atlantic,  la. 

5b.  Jill  Eileen  Norman 
Born  3-22-1939 
Carroll,  la. 


3aa.  Susan  Virginia  Kent 
Born:  8-28-1950 
Peoria,  Ill. 


4aa.  Sharon  Ann  Norman 
Born:  8-1-1951 
Omaha,  Nebr. 
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3.  Nellie  Minerva  Howard 

Born:  3-13-1878 
Near  White  Hall,  Ill. 

Died:  3-15-1945 
at  Kansas  City,  Kans, 
Burial:  Lebo,  Kans. 

Married:  12-28-1898 
Sidney,  la. 

To.:  Robert  Newell  Kirkham 
Born:  1-6-1875 
Ottawa,  Kans. 

Died:  10-20-1942 
Wadsworth  Hospital 
Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Burial:  Lebo,  Kans. 


4.  Orville  Frances  Howard 
Born:  1-10-1882 
Near  White  Hall,  Ill. 
Died:  8-4-1952 
Shenandoah,  la. 

Burial:  Shenandoah,  la. 

Married:  2-5-1908 
Shenandoah,  la. 

To:  Blanche  Gwynn 
Born:  10-5-1881 
Near  Imogene,  la. 

Died:  5-9-1951 
Shenandoah,  la. 

Burial:  Shenandoah,  la. 


CHILDREN 

3-1.  Mildred  Fern  Kirkham 
Born:  3-25-1901 
Near  Ottawa,  Kans. 

3-2.  Alice  Bernice  Kirkham 
Born:  8-3-1910 
Lebo,  Kans. 

Married:  6-8-1933 
Lebo,  Kans. 

To:  James  Lewis  Knight 
Born:  9-9-1911 
Troy,  Kans. 


CHILDREN 

4-1.  Margaret  Louise  Howard 
Born:  3-24-1909 
Shenandoah,  la. 

Died:  4-4-1909 
Shenandoah,  la. 

Burial:  Shenandoah,  la. 

4-2.  James  Allan  Howard 
Born:  4-29-1910 
Redding,  la. 

Married:  12-31-1935 
Shenandoah,  la. 

I  To:  Vesta  Brown 
Born:  10-11-1909 
Deadwood,  S.  D. 

4-3.  Sarah  Ruth  Howard 
Born:  7-1-1912 
Tabor,  la. 

Married:  8-15-1938 

Tabor,  la. 

To:  Bernard  Pardee 
Born:  3-30-1913 
Butler,  Mo. 

4-4.  John  Donald  Howard 
i  Born:  10-21-1914 
Near  Imogene,  la. 

!  Married:  8-14-1937 
|  Imogene,  la.  ’ 

To:  Erma  Hickok 
Born:  7-20-1917 
Nebraska 


GRANDCHILDREN 


2a.  Dennis  Kirk  Knight 
Born:  11-27-1935 
Hays,  Kans. 

2b.  Judith  Lynn  Knight 
Born:  5-23-1945 
University  of  Kansas  Hosp. 
Kansas  City,  Kans. 

2c.  David  Lee  Knight 
Born:  8-5-1950 
Providence  Hospital 
Kansas  City,  Kans. 


GRANDCHILDREN 


I  2a.  James  Gwynn  Howard 
Born:  8-3-1937 
:  Shenandoah,  la. 

2b.  Richard  Allan  Howard 
Born:  7-9-1941 
Shenandoah,  la. 


3a.  Lucretia  Ann  Pardee 
Born:  5-29-1940 
Shenandoah,  la. 

3b.  Julia  Marie  Pardee 
Born:  5-10-1944 
Shenandoah,  la. 

4a.  John  Donald  Howard,  Jr. 
Born:  10-16-1943 
Shenandoah,  la. 
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5  Hattie  Florence  Howard 
Born:  5-26-1885 
Near  Neola.  Ia. 

Died:  5-11-1934 
Grenola,  Kans. 

Burial:  Sidney.  Ia. 
Married:  8-2-1911 
Little  Sioux,  la. 

To:  Homer  Addicks  Finite] 
Born:  3-13-1885 
Near  Little  Sioux.  Ia. 


CHILDREN 

5-1.  Esther  Lucile  Fintel 
Born:  8-25-1912 
Genessee  Depot,  Wise. 
Married:  6-20-1937 
Milwaukee,  Wise. 

To:  John  William  Roth 
Born:  2-17-1915 
Schlesingerville,  Wis. 

5-2.  Hubert  Alvin  Fintel 
Born:  6-24-1915 
Council  Bluffs,  Ia. 

Died:  5-15-1945.  Killed  in 
Germany  where  he  was 
serving  in  the  12th  Ar¬ 
mored  Div.  of  the  7th 
Army. 

Married:  6-8-1940 
West  Allis,  Wis. 

To:  lone  Schwarz 
Born:  1-5-1915 
West  Allis.  Wis. 

5-3.  John  Francis  Fintel 
Born:  9-7-1923^ 

Long  Island,  Kan. 

Married:  10-4-1952 
West  Allis.  Wis. 

To:  Harriett  Edna  Hoffman 
Born:  9-12-1923 
Brookfield,  Wis. 

5-4.  Jean  Elizabeth  Fintel 
Born:  12-7-1925 
Elmdale,  Kan. 

Married:  7-6-1955 
St.  Paul,  Minn. 

To:  Jerome  James  Lutz 
Born-:  1-10-1931 
Nekoosa,  Wis. 


GRANDCHILDREN 

1-a.  John  William  Roth,  Jr. 
Born:  12-31-1939 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 

b  Virginia  Charlotte  Roth 

Born:  9-20-1942 
Milwaukee,  Wis. 


4-a.  Patrick  Thomas  Lutz 
Born:  12-1-1955 

Chicago,  Ill. 

b.  Robert  Jerome  Lutz 
Born:  10-20-1956 
Chicago,  Ill. 


GREAT  GRANDCHILDREN 


6.  Lennie  Bessie  Howard 


CHILDREN 


Born:  2-21-1888 
Near  Neola,  la. 

Married:  3-3-1914 
Pilot  Mound,  la. 
To:Reginald  Glazier  Conrad 
Born:  11-29-1889 
Estellene,  So.  Dakota 
Died:  7-2-1947 
New  Providence,  Ia. 

Burial:  New  Providence,  la. 


6-a.  Joseph  Harry  Conrad 
Born:  3-30-1927 
Eldora,  Ia. 


ADDRESSES  OF  FAMILIES  AS  OF  JULY  1958 

Bartlett,  Nellie  and  Leo,  Box  33  . . .....Tabor,  Iowa 

Bartlett,  Dallas  and  Idelle.  6746  41st  St.  S.  W . Seattle.  Wash. 

Beaty,  Earl  and  Maude,  2326  Knapp  St . Ames,  Iowa 

Beaty,  Robert  and  Rosemary,  Box  378,  R.  1  . — . Ames,  Iowa 

Beaty,  Edward  and  Carlotta  . Germany 

Bond,  Ralph  and  Audrey,  501  North  12th . Clarinda,  Iowa 

Brown,  Leland  and  Bonnie,  Route  3  . . Bedford,  Iowa 

Coykendall,  Cora  . - . Tabor,  lo'wa 

Conrad,  Lennie  and  Joe  . New  Providence,  Iowa 

Dayton.  Kenny  and  Louise  . Nevada,  Iowa 

Elliott,  Henry  and  Mildred  . Farragut,  Iowa 

Fintel,  John  and  Harriett,  Rt.  3,  Box  200  . Hales  Corners,  Wis. 

Howard,  James  and  Vesta  . . . Shenandoah,  Iowa 

Knight,  James  and  Bernice,  3905  Georgia  St . Kansas  City,  Kan. 

Kirkham,  Mildred,  800  Louisiana  St . Lawrence,  Kan. 

Kent,  Ralph  and  Bernice,  1916  W.  Callender  . . West  Peoria,  Ill. 

Kahler,  John  and  Marjorie,  615  15th  St . Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Lutz,  Jerome  and  Jean,  408  Todd  St.  .... . ........Park  Forest.  Ill. 

Mossman,  Marlyn  and  Ruth  . Spirit  Lake,  Iowa 

McNeer,  Edward  and  Patty  . . . . . . . Montezuma,  Iowa 

Nenneman,  LeRoy  and  Mary  . Sidney,  Iowa 

Nenneman,  Jack  and  Beverly  . Sidney,  Iowa 


Norman,  Claude  &  Maisie,  17963  Beardsley,  Castro  Valley,  Calif. 
Norman,  Lowell  &  Wanda,  1440  Garfield  . Idaho  Falls,  Idaho 

Norman,  Duane  &  Marjorie,  23061  Oakcrest  Ave.,  Oak  Park  37 

Michigan 

Polk,  Charles  and  Erma  . Sidney,  Iov,  a 

Polk,  Merle,  Box  57  . . - . Sidney,  Iowa 

Pardee,  Bernard  and  Ruth,  1610  El  Nido  Way,  Sacremento,  Calif. 

Polley,  Martin  and  Helen,  1273  E  36  St . Des  Moines,  Iowa 

Roth,  John  and  Esther,  2001  S.  82nd  St . West  Allis  19.  Wis. 

I  Sandvold,  Carl  and  Fern  . . . Moorhead,  Iowa 

Shull,  Ben  and  Barbara  . Riverton,  Iowa 
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.  Naomi  Merle  Howard 

Born:  G-13-1S90 
Logan,  la. 

Married:  3-22-1911 
Little  Sioux,  la. 

To:  Wavne  Worden  Polk 
Born:  9-20-1889 
Near  Sidney,  la. 

Died:  12-20-1954 
Sidney,  la. 

Burial:  Sidney,  la. 


CHILDREN 

7-1.  Mary  Louise  Polk 
Born:  12-28-1911 
Near  Sidney,  la. 
Married:  2-14-1932 
Sidney,  la. 

To:  LeRoy  J.  Nenneman 
Born:  3-9-1909 
Sidney,  la. 


7-2.  Charles  Howard  Polk 
Born:  3-21-1917 
Near  Sidney,  la. 

Married:  4-7-1940 

Sidney,  la. 

To:  Erma  Faye  Hatten 
Born:  2-3-1918 
Sidney;  la. 

7-3.  Mildred  Maxine  Polk 
Born:  9-7-1919 
Near  Sidney,  la. 

Married  (1):  6-1-1941 
Sidney,  la. 

To:  Wendell  Eugene  Beam 
Born:  11-19-1915 
Riverton,  la. 

Died:  7-27-1949 
Riverton,  la. 

Burial:  Riverton,  la. 
Married  (2) :  12-20-1952 
To:  G.  Henry  Elliott 
Born:  1-2-1900 
Collins,  la. 


7-4.  Barbara  Claire  Polk 
Born:  6-25-1923 
Sidney,  la. 

Married:  2-8-1942 
Sidney,  la. 

To:  Benjamin  Hensel  Shull 
Born:  7-20-1920 
Riverton,  la. 


GRANDCHILDREN 

1- a.  Jack  LeRoy  Nenneman 

Born:  8-19-1935 
Hamburg,  la. 

Married:  4-2-1955 
To:  Beverlv  Shirlev 
Born:  10-31-1934 
Hamburg,  la. 

b.  Thomas  Polk  Nenneman 
Born:  2-21-1937 
Hamburg,  la. 

2- a.  Charles  Kevin  Polk 

Born:  7-19-1953 
Omaha,  Nebr. 

Adopted:  6-19-1954 

b.  Kimothy  Hatten  Polk 
Born:  6-8-1955 try. 
Adopted:  7-16-1955 


3-1-a.  Wendelin  Maxine  Beam 
Born:  7-1-1947 
Nebraska  City,  Nebr, 

b.  Gregory  Eugene  Beam 
Born:  9-1-1949 
Nebraska  City,  Nebr. 


4-a.  Pamela  Jean  Shull 
Born:  10-16-1946 
Nebraska  City,  Nebr. 

b.  Patricia  Janice  Shull 
Born:  3-15-1949 
Nebraska  City,  Nebr. 

c.  Michael  Wayne  Shull 
Born:  6-27-1954 
Nebraska  City,  Nebr. 


7-5.  Bonnie  Carolyn  Polk 
Born:  9-20-1929 
Hamburg,  la. 

Married  6-17-1953 
To:  Leland  Edward  Brown 
Born:  12-14-1931 
Bedford,  la. 


GREAT  GRANDCHILDREN 

1-a-a.  Jeffrey  Lynn  Nenneman 
Still  Born:  11-24-1955 
Nebraska  City,  Nebr. 
Burial:  Sidney,  la. 

h.  Joni  Kim  Nenneman 
Born:  10-6-1957 
Nebraska  City,  Nebr. 


8.  Carrie  Fern  Howard 
Born:  2-18-1893 
Logan,  la. 

Married:  (1):  8-27-1913 
At:  Pilot  Mound,  la. 

To:  George  Lewis  Kramme 
Born:  1-18-1884 
Laurel,  la. 

Died:  12-23-1946 
Mason  City.  la. 

Burial:  New  Providence,  la. 

Married  (2):  2-6-1949 
At:  Ames,  la. 

To:  Carl  Sandvold 
Born:  12-12-1885 
Ved  Jaren,  Norway 


9.  Maude  Helen  Howard 
Born:  9-8-1895 
Sidney,  la. 

Married:  12-26-1917 
Payton,  la. 

To:  Robert  Earl  Beaty 

Born:  7-16-1891 

At:  Grand  Junction,  la. 


CHILDREN 

8-1.  Marjorie  Dawn  Kramme 
Born:  6-3-1914 
Pilot  Mound,  la. 
Married:  6-5-1954 
Des  Moines,  la. 

To:  John  Kahler 
Born:  8-28-1915 
Reinbeck,  la. 

8-2.  Helen  Merle  Kramme 
Born:  10-3-1917 
Story  City,  la. 

Married:  8-3-1941 
Des  Moines,  la. 

To:  Martin  Polley 
Born:  11-17-1917 
Maloy,  la. 

8-3.  Patricia  Ann  Kramme 
Born:  1-1-1928 
Story  City,  la. 

Married:  6-21-1946 
Des  Moines,  la. 

To:  Edward  McNeer 
Born:  2-17-1924 
St.  Charles,  la. 


2-a. 

2-b. 


3-a. 


3-b. 
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CHILDREN 

9-1.  Martha  Louise  Beaty 
Born:  5-21-1919 
Paton,  la. 

Married:  1-22-1939 
Nevada,  la. 

To:  Kenneth  Dayton 
Born:  3-29-1917 
Iowa  Falls,  la. 


9-2.  Robert  Earl  Beatv,  Jr. 
Born:  8-18-1920 
Paton,  la. 

Married:  12-26-1942 
Des  Moines,  la. 

To:  Rosemary  Kathryn 
Weisenback 
Born:  11-28-1921 
Des  Moines,  la. 


i-a. 


1-b. 


1-c. 


2-a. 


!  2-d. 


2-e. 


2-f. 


GRANDCHILDREN 


David  Martin  Polley 
Born:  9-17-1945 
Des  Moines,  la. 

Dennis  Charles  Policy 
Born:  4-14-1951 
Des  Moines,  la. 


Mary  Anne  McNeer 
Born:  2-17-1947 
Des  Moines,  la. 

Randall  Edward  McNeer 
Born:  10-16-1951 
Leavenworth,  Kan. 


GRANDCHILDREN 

Constance  Louise  Darter. 
Born:  2-11-1940 
Nevada,  la. 

Bruce  Kenneth  Davton 
Born:  2-11-1943 
Nevada,  la. 

Barry  Keith  Dayton 
Born:  9-6-1951 


Robert  Earl  Beaty  III 
Born:  1-22-1945 
Des  Moines,  la. 

Donna  Gayle  Beatv 
Born:  1-6-1948 
Ames,  la. 

Christopher  Jon  Beatv 
Born?  2-22-1952 
Ames,  la. 

Michael  Alan  Beaty 
Born:  8-5-1953 
Ames,  la. 

Janet  Rosemary  Beatv 
Born:  6-10-1955 
Ames,  la. 

Thomas  Patrick  Beatv 
Born:  6-19-1957 
Ames,  la. 


- 


9-3.  Edward  Emmet  Beaty 

Born:  12-4-1922 

Jefferson,  la. 

Married:  9-6-1943 

At:  Ames,  la. 

To:  Carlotta  Gradv 

Born:  11-9-1925 

Victoria,  Texas 

3-a.  Edward  Emmet  Beaty,  Jr. 
Born:  6-14-1944 

Ames,  la. 

3-b.  Kathy  Ann  Beatv 

Born:  5-1-1953 

Valley  Forge  Hosp.,  Pboe- 
nixville,  Pa. 

3-c.  Bonnie  Jean  Beatv 

Born:  3-10-1955 

Bergstrom  Airforce  Hosp., 
Austin,  Texas 

9-4.  Ruth  Eleanor  Beatv 

Born:  9-4-1930 

Albion,  la. 

Married:  3-6-1948 

Nevada,  la. 

To:  Marlyn  Mossman 

Born:  6-13-1929 

Eldora,  la. 

4-a.  Danny  Eugene  Mossman 
Born:  10-22-1948 

Eldora,  la. 

4-b.  Terry  Lee  Mossman 

Born:  2-13-1950 

Ames,  la. 

4-c.  Scott  Evan  Mossman 

Born:  11-3-1954 

Spirit  Lake,  la. 

A  Short  Lfarrative  of  VYty  Life 

J.  A.  Howard 


In  undertaking  to  give  the  reader 
of  these  pages  the  story  of  my  life,  I 
will  not  undertake  in  a  solemn  strain 
to  narratd  this  narration,  but  will  try 
and  put  as  much  sunshine  in  these 
pages  as  possible. 

I  am  the  son  of  my  Father  as  all  of 
my  Fathers  were.  I  was  born  very 
young  and  have  never  been  ashamed  of 
it,  and  have  never  desired  to  grow  old, 
so  at  this  writing  from  the  best  of  my 
recollection,  and  the  evidence  set  down 
in  the  old  family  Bible,  I  am  now  near¬ 
ing  the  age  of  sixty-eight  years.  That 
old  family  record  says  I  was  born  in 
the  year  of  our  Lord  on  the  16th  day  of 
January,  1853,  so  you  see  I  was  born  in 
an  early  day  of  my  life  near  New 
Providence  in  Green  County,  Illinois. 
My  Father’s  name  was  simply  John 
Howard,  and  my  mother’s  name  was 
Marjory  Ann,  her  maiden  name  being 
Bell.  My  mother  died  when  I  was  but 
five  years  of  ag,e  hence  my  memory 
concerning  her  is  rather  vague.  My 
mother  was  a  beautiful  woman  being 
one  of  the  Bells  of  the  community  in 
which  she  lived,  I  think  I  will  always 
hold  it  against  my  mother  for  my  good 
looks,  therefore  I  am  not  responsible 
for  them.  My  father  lived  to  be  76  years 
old  and  anxiously  passed  to  his  reward 
in  my  own  arms. 

As  I  was  born  very  young,  I  mar¬ 
ried  correspondingly  young,  at  the  age 
of  nineteen,  and  have  been  married  to 
the  same  woman  ever  since.  I  was  very 
fortunate  in  my  marriage,  having  found 
a  beautiful  girl  in  my  own  community 
who  was  willing  to  take  me  just  as  T 
was.  I  suppose  she  thought'  then  that  it 
was  a  cheap  bargain,  and  now  she 
knows  it.  The  most  of  our  troubles  have 
been  little  ones,  eight  of  whom  have 
grown  to  man  and  womanhood  and 
they  seem  real  glad  that  they  have 
been  thus  fortunate  in  having  us  for 
their  parents.  I  did  not  have  to  leave 
my  own  community  to  find  a  lady  girl 
that  would  have  me  as  many  young  fel¬ 
lows  do.  I  never  have  been  a  giant  in 
physical  strength  or  mental  ability,  or 
a  financial  success,  but  when  I  die  T 


will  take  about  as  much  with  me  as 
anybody  that  I  know  anything  about.  1 
brought  nothing  into  this  world  and  it 
looks  like  I  am  going  to  take  precious 
little  out. 

The  people  that  I  have  known  have 
been  very  good  to  me,  and  that  have 
not  been  a  few.  I  am  proud  of  a  large 
circle  of  acquaintances,  whether  they 
arc  proud  of  it  or  not.  I  am  glad  of  the 
fact  that  I  have  known  quite  well  many 
other  great  and  talented  men  and  wo¬ 
men,  and  the  most  of  them  have  been 
willing  to  acknowledge  my  acquaint¬ 
ance  in  public.  There  are  a  great  many 
great  and  good  men  that  I  have  never 
met  (not  yet).  I  have  known  and  re¬ 
member  to  have  seen  such  men  as  Peter 
Cartwright,  who  was  quite  as  noted 
preacher  in  early  days  of  Methodism  in 
Illinois  as  I  have  been  in  later  davs  in 
Towa.  I  also  knew  Peter  Acres  of  Jack¬ 
sonville,  Illinois.  I  do  not  suppose  he 
remembers  ever  knowing  me  for  I  was 
hist  a  larS  when  he  was  an  aged  man 
and  a  friend  of  Abraham  Lincoln.  I 
have  never  seen  Abe  Lincoln  but  T  re¬ 
member  there  was  such  a  man  living  in 
my  day  (will  wonders  never  cease) 
two  such  characters  living  at  the  same 
time  and  in  the  same  state,  but  he 
never  lived  very  long  after  I  came  upon 
the  stage  of  action.  T  have  lived  to  see 
the  Republican  partv  come  into  power 
at  a  time  when  great  men  were  needed. 
T  have  lived  to  see  the  demon  rum 
throttled  hv  the  throat  and  driven  into 
holes  in  the  walls  and  into  the  dark 
places  of  the  earth  and  hope  to  see  it 
driven  into  Hades  where  it  belongs  and 
where  it  originated,  for  John  Barley 
Corn  is  surely  a  child  of  the  devil,  but 
he  has  been  buried  with  his  face  down 
and  the  harder  he  attempts  to  get  out 
the  deeper  he  will  get  in. 

I  have  known,  seen  and  heard  such 
great  Christian  teachers  and  workers 
as  Dwight  L.  Moody,  R.  E.  Torrey,  Billy 
Sunday  and  Joseph  Wells.  I  will  not 
burden  the  reader’s  mind  with  the 
names  of  those  men  I,  have  never 
known,  for  they  are  many. 

My  earliest  impressions  were  very 
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impressionable,  the  first  was  a  longing 
in  my  stomach  and  I  have  never  been 
clear  of  for  only  a  very  short  while  at 
a  time  since.  There  is  a  saying  that 
early  impressions  last  the  longest.  It 
would  seem  then,  that  the  stomach  is 
the  most  sensitive  part  of  a  man.  I 
think,  however,  that  my  little  wife  is  a 
very  sensitive  part  of  me  for  she  seems 
to  understand  perfectly  what  is  good 
for  my  stomach  and  a  good  many  other 
things  that  are  good  for  me.  She  has 
labored  very  hard  for  many  years  to 
satisfy  the  longing  of,  and  early  im¬ 
pressions  of  my  stomach  and  life.  She 
has  not  always  succeeded  from  the  fact 
of  limitations  which  were  not  her  own, 
therefore  I  do  not  lay  it  up  against  her, 
and  T  forgive  her  as  I  wish  to  be  for¬ 
given.  My  wife  has  assisted  me  very 
materially  in  bringing  forth  and  secur¬ 
ing  what  assets  that  we  together  do 
now  possess,  and  the  good  book  says 
“She  shall  he  as  a  fruitful  vine  by  the 
sides  of  thine  house  and  thy  children 
as  olive  plants  about  thy  table.”  Psalms 
128:3,  and  if  her  children  who  may 
sometime  read  these  lines  will  turn  and 
read  the  whole  of  the  128th  Psalm  will 
find  almost  a  perfect  fulfillment  of 
these  words  in  the  life  of  their  mother. 
These  olive  plants  about  our  table 
have  tried  the  ability  and  proved  the 
sagacity  and  ingenuity  of  one  who  has 
indeed  proved  herself  that  fruitful  vine 
in  meeting  the  needs  and  requirements 
of  so  many  little  olive  plants  about  our 
table  who  resembled  their  father  when 
it  comes  to  things  good  to  eat,  and 
many  other  things  that  were  just  as  im¬ 
portant,  for  which  her  children  do  now 
“Rise  up  and  call  her  blessed.”  And 
now  at  the  age  of  sixty-eight  she  still 
retains  the  ability  to  prepare  things  to 
tempt  the  appetite  not  only  of  her 
children,  but  her  grand  children  and 
great  grandchildren,  of  the  latter  there 
are  two  already. 

This  leads  me  to  speak  of  our  mar¬ 
riage  more  specifically,  as  I  have  men¬ 
tioned  before  occurred  when  we  were 
young  folks  in  the  month  of  April,  the 
30th  day,  eighteen  hundred  and  sev¬ 
enty-two.  We  lived  quite  cosily  togeth¬ 
er,  not  in  a  cottage,  but  a  cabin  of  two 
rooms  that  let  in  plenty  of  fresh  air 
and  some  sunshine  and  in  this  cabin 
four  of  our  children  were  born,  in  the 
almost  ten  years  in  which  we  lived  in 
it.  The  oldest  and  first  was  horn  on  a 


beautiful  June  afternoon  the  14th  day. 
She  lived  to  bring  the  brightest  of  sun¬ 
shine  and  sweetest  of  disposition  to 
bless  and  cheer  our  young  hearts  until 
she  was  almost  22  months  old  when 
one  day  in  March  1874  we  carefully 
laid  her  away  to  rest  until  that  day 
that  God  shall  call  us  all  home  to  be 
with  him  forever.  We  do  not  think  of 
her  as  dead  but  alive  forevermore.  Her 
name  was  Mary  Lela. 

In  this  humble  cabin  home  Corn 
Elizabeth,  Nellie  Minerva,  and  Orville 
Francis  were  born,  all  who  for  many 
years  have  enjoyed  the  family  estate 
and  are  now  living  in  different  parts 
of  the  country,  Cora  and  Orville  in 
Iowa,  farmers,  and  Nellie  in  Kansas. 

On  the  15th  day  of  Oct.,  1882  we 
(my  wife’s  brother,  George  Clark  and 
myself)  started  in  our  frail  bark,  a 
light  prairie  schooner,  for  Harrison 
County,  Iowa,  the  mother  and  three 
children  coming  through  later  on  the 
train.  We  landed  the  first  day  of  No¬ 
vember  and  began  husking  corn  the 
next  day  for  our  oldest  brother  who 
had  been  living  in  Iowa  for  about  three 
years.  In  the  spring  of  1883  we  built  us 
a  cottage  and  settled  down  for  the  life 
of  an  industrious  farmer,  where  wc 
lived,  toiled,  and.  nrnglcd.  with  the 
people,  neighbors,  and  friends  until  the 
fall  of  1889  when  we  moved  to  Logan, 
the  county  seat  of  Harrison  County.  On 
the  farm  we  raised  corn  and  cows, 
chickens  and  children.  While  living  on 
the  farm,  Hattie  Florence  was  born, 
who  is  now  the  wife  of  a  popular  and 
progressive  Methodist  preacher  in  Den¬ 
ver,  Colo.  Also  on  the  farm  was  born 
the  future  literary  artist  of  the  whole 
family,  when  she  gets  started  but  she 
has  hardly  got  started  yet,  but  she  is 
still  young  and  always  will  be,  she  is 
somewhat  like  her  daddy,  real  modest, 
and  does  not  let  the  people  know  what 
she  does  know  and  think  (O,  I  sup¬ 
pose  her  husband  R.  G.  Conrad  knows 
some  of  the  things  she  thinks  about). 
He  is  a  man  of  some  rare  accomplish¬ 
ments  and  ability  when  it  comes  to  fix¬ 
ing  un  cast  off  Overland  cars  and  mak¬ 
ing  them  hit  the  pike  with  limited 
speed.  So  wc  might  truthfully  say  the 
most  profitable  productions  on  the 
farm  were  as  usual,  children.  Our 
neighbors  were  also  productive  in  this 
line  while  we  lived  in  the  neighbor¬ 
hood. 
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In  the  spring  of  1888  we  left  the 
work  of  the  farm  to  a  hired  boy  who 
did  well  and  we  were  commissioned  as 
a  Sunday  School  Missionary  of  the  Am¬ 
erican  Sunday  School  Union,  so  we 
left  the  hard  work  on  the  farm  for  a 
more  strenuous  labor  among  the  good, 
bad  and  indifferent  people  of  Harrison 
County.  We  labored  in  this  capacity  in 
Harrison  County  until  August,  1893.  Af¬ 
ter  the  lapse  of  thirty  years  or  more 
the  effects  of  our  feeble  efforts  are  still 
visible.  We  went  everywhere  striving 
to  do  good  and  finding  plenty  of  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  Christian  service.  We  plead 
and  planted  and  prayed  for  the  seed 
that  we  endeavored  to  sow  to  bring 
forth  a  harvest. 

Some  of  the  marvelous  productions 
of  our  home  while  living  in  Logan,  Ta., 
were  the  coming  to  bless  and  bring 
sunshine  were  first  Naomi  Merle,  now 
the  wife  of  a  prosperous  farmer  living 
in  Sidney,  which  town  we  have  chosen 
for  our  present  home  for  a  time  at 
least.  Also  while  living  at  Logan,  a 
littl  e  wee  bit  of  a  midget  came  whom 
we  called  Carrie  Fern,  she  is  yet  but 
a  midvet  in  size  hut  a  full-sized  woman 
in  talent  and  capacity  for  many  things 
that  are  good  and  noble.  Her  husband, 
who  is  but  a  pint  larger  than  she  is 
sells  pills  and  apothacarys’  productions 
for  the  sick  and  weary  and  ice  cream 
and  sodav  water  for  the  frail  and  faint 
as  well  as  some  others  .  .  .  There  home 
is  in  Story  City,  a  part  of  Norway,  la., 
where,  they  hold  bazaars  and  success¬ 
ful  fish  dinners  frequently,  where  they 
feed  the  people  on  pancakes  made  out 
of  potatoes,  they  look  flat,  seem  flat 
and  are  flat  and  taste  flat  to  a  man  who 
is  accustomed  to  eating  good  pancakes. 

In  August,  1893  we  were  transfer¬ 
red  to  Fremont  County,  Iowa,  where 
we  spent  eleven  years  in  Sunday 
School  work,  mostly  raised  and  edu¬ 
cated  the  little  family  of  the  seven 
children  that  still  remained  with  us. 
Cora,  the  eldest  daughter  having  mar¬ 
ried  in  Harrison  County  a  husky  young 
farmer.  The  youngest  of  the  family  was 
born  in  Fremont  County  at  Sidney,  la., 
on  the  8th  day  of  September,  1895.  She 
is  now  25  years  old  and  wife  of  an  in¬ 
dustrious  young  farmer  in  Greene 
County,  Iowa.  Being  the  youngest  we 
were  loathe  to  give  her  up  but  all  our 
lives  we  have  believed  in  the  doctrine 
of  the  multiplication  table,  and  the 


scriptural  injunction  given  to  Adam  af¬ 
ter  he  had  secured  for  a  wife  the  best 
looking  woman  upon  the  earth  at  that 
time,  “to  increase  and  replenish  the 
earth.”  We  feel  that  in  this  regard  we 
have  not  been  slow,  and  some  of  the 
children  have  started  out  well  in  this 
regard.  By  living  decent  and  respect¬ 
able  lives  and  teaching  our  children  to 
do  so  we  have  been  enabled  to  sec 
them  all  married  to  quite  respectable 
men  and  women.  Some  twenty  grand¬ 
children  have  come  to  gladden  the 
homes  of  our  children,  but  two  have 
passed  on;  two  great  grandchildren 
have  come  to  take  their  places. 

In  the  year  1904  we  started  out  to 
shape  and  sharpen  the  moral  and  politi¬ 
cal  interests  and  atmosphere  of  Fre¬ 
mont  County  by  purchasing  an  interest 
in  what  was  then  known  as  the  Fre¬ 
mont  County  Sun.  We  let  our  light 
shine  by  soliciting  subscriptions  and 
job  work  throughout  the  county,  but  to 
our  astonished  amazement  we  found 
many  who  had  had  all  the  sunlight 
they  desired  and  politely  asked  us  to 
give  them  a  receipt  for  back  subscrip¬ 
tion  and  to  please  stop  the  paper,  and 
we  foolish  like  stopped  the  paper.  At 
the  end  of  two  years  and  six  months 
we  found  an  opportunity  to  sell  out  to 
our  partner  by  taking  his  note  for  all 
we  had  invested  in  the  plant  and  we 
have  his  note  yet  and  he  is  dead,  so 
not  knowing  his  location  we  prefer 
keeping  his  note  rather  than  looking 
up  his  location.  However,  we  feel  sorry 
for  him  because  he  lost  more  money 
than  we  did  all  because  he  had  it  to 
lose.  This  experience  to  us  was  one 
that  was  worth  all  it  cost.  The  Fremont 
County  Sun  perished  in  the  hands  of 
our  successors,  and  has  never  been 
resurrected  although  another  publica¬ 
tion  of  like  character  and  political  per¬ 
suasion  is  now  being  published  success¬ 
fully  in  the  same  building  known  as  the 
Sidney  Argus. 

In  April,  1907,  we  took  charge  of 
a  Methodist  Church  in  a  little  town, 
Extra,  Iowa,  in  Cass  County;  for  five 
months  we  preached  to  a  few  people 
each  Sunday  morning  and  evening  and 
to  quite  a  few  empty  seats,  and  the 
seats  were  almost  as  responsive  as 
some  of  the  people  to  our  exortations. 
at  any  rate  they  kept  still  during  the 
service.  In  September  of  the  same  year 
we  took  charge  of  the  Little  Sioux 
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charge  in  Harrison  County.  This  charge 
consisted  of  three  appointments,  Little 
Sioux,  Pisgah,  and  Soldier  Valley,  and 
most  of  the  time  while  there  we 
preached  at  River  Sioux.  We  were  get¬ 
ting  back  into  our  old  territory  where 
we  had  served  the  people  as  Sunday 
School  Missionary  for  several  years 
and  we  went  not  among  strangers  but 
warm  hearted  and  solicitous  friends. 
We  termed  this  practically  our  first 
charge  as  a  Methodist  pastor,  and  we 
served  four  more  or  less  successful 
years,  and  they  only  owed  us  about 
$100  and  they  owe  it  yet,  but  according 
to  Methodist  policy  they  will  never  pay 
it.  I  suppose  they  paid  all  they  could 
afford  and  all  that  I  was  worth.  While 
liying  at  Little  Sioux  two  of  our  daugh¬ 
ters  and  our  only  son  were  married, 
and  another  caught  the  malady  and 
married  a  Little  Sioux  gentleman.  Merle 
married  Wayne  W.  Polk  of  Sidney,  la., 
and  Hattie  married  Homer  A.  Fin  tel, 
now  of  Denver,  Colo.,  and  pastor  of 
R a rnu in  Church. 

Leaving  Little  Sioux  in  the  fall  of 
1911  we  were  sent  by  the  conference  to 
Pilot  Mound  in  Boone  County,  Iowa, 
the  hardest  circuit  in  the  Des  Moines 
Conference,  and  we  served  this  charge 
for  five  years.  It  was  a  three-point 
charge,  20  miles  long  and  corresnond- 
ingly  wide,  the  parsonage  being  locat¬ 
ed  at  Pilot  Mound,  the  extreme  west 
end  of  the  charge  west  of  the  l>ns 
Moines  River,  and  the  other  two  points 
directly  east  in  almost  a  straight  line. 
Although  this  work  was  hard  and  cum¬ 
bersome  we  pulled  through  and  left 
it  with  many  friends,  both  in  and  out 
of  the  church,  and  with  our  minds  in 
full  swing  and  active  operation.  The 
man  that  followed  us  almost  lost  his 
mind  but  through  the  aid  of  a  former 
pastor  accomplished  a  good  work  on 
the  charge.  Here  Fern  met,  wooed  and 
won  her  present  husband.  Here  aLo 
Lennie  lassooed  the  young  man  she  had 
larietted  at  Little  Sioux,  and  they  have 
lived  quite  happily  ever  since,  though 
they  have  passed  through  much  pain 
and  suffering,  especially  whip  living  in 
Waterloo. 

Leaving  Pilot  Mound  wc  moved  in 
September,  1916,  to  Paton,  a  one-point 
charge  or  station,  serving  this  charge 
three  years.  The  first  sermon  we 
preached  was  a  funeral  of  a  little  girl 
brought  in  from  the  west.  In  all  these 


charges  we  received  many  commenda¬ 
tions  for  our  sermons  and  labors,  and 
we  feel  we  left  each  charge  at  least  in 
as  good  a  spiritual  condition  as  we 
found  them  when  we  went  to  them.  In 
Pilot  Mound  we  did  not  know  a  single 
soul.  On  entering  the  town  we  prayed 
the  Lord  to  give  us  the  hearts  of  the 
people  in  the  charge.  We  found  them 
a  warm-hearted  people  toward  us  and 
very  responsive  to  our  appeals  in  many 
ways.  It  is  a  great  comfort  to  us  to 
know  that  all  these  charges  have  had 
gracious  revivals  after  we  moved  on. 

In  Paton,  the  baby  daughter  was 
married  to  Mr.  Earl  Beaty,  who  is  at 
this  time  erecting  a  beautiful  cottage 
home  for  his  wife  and  two  little  child¬ 
ren,  Martha  Louise  and  Robert  Earl.  j 
It  will  soon  be  ready  for  them  to  move 
into. 

We  certainly  can  say  that  we  can 
go  back  to  all  of  these  charges  and  re¬ 
ceive  as  warm  welcome  from  the  most 
of  the  people  as  any  one  could  wish. 

Feeling  in  the  fall  of  1919  that  our 
usefulness  as  a  pastor  was  about  done, 
we  loaded  our  goods  and  shipped  them 
back  to  Sidney,  our  former  home, 
where  we  also  knew  .we  had  many 
warm  friends,  with  the  intention  of 
spending  the  remaining  days  of  our  pil¬ 
grimage  among  some  of  our  children 
and  friends,  and  do  what  good  that  fell 
to  our  lot  to  accomplish.  It  has  never 
been  my  disposition  or  custom  to  com¬ 
plain  of  our  lot  in  life.  It  might  have 
been  far  worse  than  it  has  been.  We 
know  many  have  done  better  and  a 
few  have  done  worse.  We  have  in  a 
measure  cherished  the  good  will  ,  of 
good  men  and  sought  earnestly  the  ap¬ 
proval  of  God  upon  our  work,  and  pray 
yet  for  his  divine  favor  and  smile  to 
rest  upon  us  in  these  declining  days  of  1 
our  life.  We  will  be  disappointed  if  in 
the  end  of  our  days  we  do  not  hear  the 
approving  words  of  our  Saviour  “Well 
done”.  God  has  understood  the  motive 
of  our  lives  and  the  desires  of  our 
heart.  We  will  rest  assured  that  He 
will  bring  no  disappointment  to  us  or 
to  any  of  His  servants. 

I  have  just  mentioned  a  few  of 
some  of  the  interesting  things  that  have 
come  into  our  lives  during  the  almost 
48  years  of  our  pilgrimage.  There  are 
many  interesting  incidents  and  inter¬ 
esting  times  that  have  occurred  in  my 
labors/  as  a  Sunday  School  Missionary 
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and  preacher-pastor.  One  thing  that  l 
have  escaped  very  largely  as  a  pastor 
and  that  is  the  whining  complaints  of 
those  touchy  people  and  jealous  wives 
and  husbands  who  sometimes  seem  to 
think  a  pastor  can  relieve  them  of  all 
their  troubles  by  pouring  into  his  ear 
their  tale  of  woe.  It  never  was  my 
disposition  to  dig  into  those  things.  I 
always  felt  the  more  you  stirred  a  rot¬ 
ten  thing  the  worse  it  would  stink. 

Some  day  I  may  go  into  the  re¬ 
cords  of  my  more  than  75,000  miles  of 
travel  in  Christian  labors  here  and 
there  and  put  in  typewritten  form  some 
of  the  incidents  that  might  be  refresh¬ 
ing  to  my  children  and  grandchildren, 
to  remind  them  there  once  lived  in  the 
world  such  common  folks  capable  of 
doing  some  uncommon  things  and 
bringing  to  pass  some  great  and  good 
results.  May  the  dear  Lord  bless  who¬ 
ever  may  be  permitted  to  read  these 
lines  which  have  given  me  great  joy  to 
here  transcribe. 

AFFECTIONATELY  DEDICATED 
TO  MY  CHILDREN  AND  THEIRS 

The  Rev.  John  A.  Howard 
November  17,  1920 

John  and  Martha  Howard  celebrat¬ 
ed  their  golden  wedding  anniversary 
April  30,  1922,  at  their  home  in  Sidney, 
Iowa,  all  of  their  children  and  families 
except  Hattie  and  Nelle  being  present. 

George  and  Cora  Norman  also  cele¬ 
brated  their  golden  wedding  annivers¬ 
ary  March  9,  1942  in  Farragut,  low' a. 


I’M  WAITING  TILL  MY 
WIFE  COMES  BACK 

Don’t  think  I’m  going  crazy, 

If  my  mind  is  a  little  hazy, 

O  Mamma,  you’re  a  daisy, 

I  am  just  waiting  till  you  get  back. 

Don’t  think  I’d  better  worry 
My  eyes  are  getting  blurry. 

Don’t  be  in  any  hurry, 

I’m  just  waiting  till  you  get  back. 

Don’t  think  that  I  am  whining, 

Or  in  any  way  repining, 

For  the  sun  it  am  a-shining, 

I  am  just  waiting  till  you  get  back. 

Don’t  think  I’m  getting  lonesome, 
The  grubs  not  very  wholesome, 


When  I  eat  it  cold  some, 

Just  waiting  till  you  get  back. 

Some  day  you’ll  come  a  running, 

I  almost  see  you  coming, 

O,  ain’t  it  awdul  stunning. 

Just  waiting  till  you  get  back. 

Don’t  think  I’m  growing  funny, 

The  sky  is  getting  sunny, 

For  I  know  you’ll  be  my  honey, 

For  I’m  just  waiting  till  you  get  back. 

You  won’t  think  that  I  am  mean, 

For  T  am  rather  green, 

At  keeping  things  clean, 

I  am  just  waiting  till  you  get  back. 

There  is  no  use  in  stating, 

Nor  any  need  debating, 

I’ll  be  here  a-wmiting 

Just  waiting  till  you  get  back. 

Grandpa  Howard 

It  was  one  of  Grandpa  Howard’s 
pleasures  to  write  poems.  This  one  was 
written  when  Grandma  How'nrd  had 
gone  to  care  for  Maud  v'hen  she  vras  ill. 


FAMILY  RE-UNIONS 
Year  Place  No.  Attending 


Sept.  14,  1952  Louise  and  Kenny 

Dayton,  Nevada,  la . .. . 59 

Aug.  2,  1953  Barbara  and  Ben 

Shull,  Riverton,  la.  . . 60 

July  25,  1954  Mary  and  LeRoy 

Nenneman,  Sidney,  la . 58 

Aug.  14,  1955  James  and  Vesta 

How'ard,  Shenandoah,  la . 53 

Aug.  12,  1956  Rosemary  and  Ro¬ 
bert  Beaty,  Ames,  la . ...49 

Aug.  11,  1957  Methodist  Church, 

Sidney,  la.  . . ..................48 

Aug.  10,  1958  Methodist  Church, 
Sidney,  la. 


•  . 


